ADOPTED – FEBRUARY 13, 2024

AGENDA ITEM NO. 17

Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE FUNDING FOR 

BROADBAND STATE MAPPING CHALLENGE CITIZEN OUTREACH

RESOLUTION #24 - 049

WHEREAS, the Michigan High-Speed Internet Office (MIHI) is responsible for the distribution of $1.6 billion in federal Broadband Equity Access and Deployment (BEAD) Program funding; and

WHEREAS, the BEAD Program grant application process will open in the summer of 2024; and

WHEREAS, BEAD funding will only be available to unserved and underserved (less than 100/20 Mbps) locations as determined by State broadband availability maps; and 

WHEREAS, the accuracy of these maps can be challenged through a formal 30-day challenge process; and

WHEREAS, in order to maximize citizen participation in the challenge process, Merit Network has developed outreach materials and developed a website to log challenges and perform speed tests; and

WHEREAS, a not to exceed amount of $7,500 is requested from the 2024 Contingency Fund for outreach materials and distribution costs.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham Board of Commissioners approves an expenditure not to exceed $7,500 from the 2024 Contingency Fund for broadband outreach materials and distribution costs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary adjustments to the budget.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Board Chair to sign any necessary contract documents that are consistent with this resolution and approved as to form by the County Attorney.

COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Peña, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Pawar, Ruest, Schafer

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  02/06/2024

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Tennis, Sebolt, Lawrence, Johnson, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Polsdofer     Approved  02/07/2024

